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The CharlotteThe Charlotte--MeckMecklenburg Schoolslenburg Schools



2007 Snapshot of Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Schools

Demographics:      132,000 students

42%    Black

35%    White (majority until 2002)

15%    Latino

4%    Asian

4%    American Indian, other ethnicities



Percent Black Population by Census 
Track, Mecklenburg County 2003



Mecklenburg County Average Home Price by Zip Code, 
2006 (Alan Norwood, Charlotte-Observer)
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A Brief Legal History of CMS

1971 until 2002 desegregating under Swann 

1991 voluntary desegregation replaces most mandatory busing

1999 CMS declared unitary

Spring, 2002  US Supreme Court upholds “unitary” status.

Fall,    2002   CMS implements Family Choice Plan

� Neighborhood school-based pupil assignment plan
� Resegregation rapidly accelerates



Family Choice Plan Results:

• Resegregation by SES

• Resegregation by race/ethnicity

• Overutilization of suburban schools and 
underutilization of central city schools

• CMS drops the world “Choice” from the name 
of its pupil assignment plan by 2005



CMS Elementary Schools by Race and SES Concentratio nCMS Elementary Schools by Race and SES Concentratio n
2003 2003 –– 20042004



Redefining the Education Debate in CMS

• Race and SES diverse schools and the 
common good:

• Better school outcomes for all students
• Greater interracial understanding
• Preparation for work and life in global society
• Citizenship in a democratic society

• Metropolitan solutions hold the key…
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Thank you


