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Supreme Court's decision in
Seattie and Louisville

° race-conscious measures are acceptable
if individual student’s race is not sole criterion

- Justice Kennedy endorses—invites—
a number of race-conscious approaches



Metropolitan area-wide approaches
to school policy

- interdistrict voluntary desegregation plans
- interdistrict transfers

- pairing of urban/suburban districts



The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools




2007 Snapshot of Charlotte-

Mecklenburg Schools

Demographics: 132,000 students
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Percent Black Population by Census
Track, Mecklenburg County 2003
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Mecklenburg County Average Home Price by Zip Code,
2006 (Alan Norwood, Charlotte-Observer)
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Spatial Segregation—The Donut Effect




A Brief Legal History of CMS

1971 until 2002 desegregating under _Swann

1991 voluntary desegregation replaces most mandatory busing
1999 CMS declared unitary

Spring, 2002 US Supreme Court upholds “unitary” status.
Fall, 2002 CMS implements Family Choice Plan

. Neighborhood school-based pupil assignment plan
. Resegregation rapidly accelerates



Family Choice Plan Results:

Resegregation by SES
Resegregation by race/ethnicity

Overutilization of suburban schools and
underutilization of central city schools

CMS drops the world “Choice” from the name
of its pupil assignment plan by 2005



CMS Elementary Schools by Race and SES Concentration

2003 - 2004

Parents' choices for fall 2003, by elementary school: @ = percent white; m= percent on subsudized lunch

L
..oooo""'

ﬁ”.
]
J....
|| &
T

sunigyumeqeg
Med ploy
ologSEeWOoY |
siahg

siilH pinuQ
Moosweys

siH Al4aisann
‘uay pue|ybiy
‘ngsAlnueyD
Aajep, uappiH
allysuonaq
Bupeig
pleyabpasg
plo4 suoien
syeO Auaw
poomauld
Yoouqualy
PliSja8luIAN
poonueLg
alre|oluow
piepA 1S11d
nyfueg
BNuUBaAY UIMI|
MHied JOSPpUIpp
sybBiaH ujoounr
usMonmed

PY euewaqly
Plwalpl

PH a|iinsarels
poomsul|ioD
ajepxeQ
aobaaseson |
[I2mapn

uung "HIr
sSmMmopea] AU
Sl 2UMOLH
Mied Ausianmun
2A0ID) AIOKHDIH
PY 12119 mapnN
JebBuleg

pY uouega]
Mied Aemuasaln
yuomjia
pPloms1oD

PH BweY
anoug) Asulg
IsinyMeQ
lapuexaly "ylen
1SON S12UIoH
peayauop]
yoa1n) ajeals
PlEPyUIWG
sBuudg Buipuian
"W pueybiy
ajnauld

M}eauD med
wIod umolD
MeaiD 1ea|n
uieqezi 3
MaaiD) Apaay
sumopsue]
swbBieH BIIA
Mied si9Apw
lanolseq

PY xX0D pianeq
peOYH Yied
BAM e
spoopn Aanag
pue|s| urejunon
MHeauD pilelieny
ufmles

Maa.0 Buon
uoseys

aykig
suid|yow
smaypew

ureqg
apAsIaIuUNH
snyuIoD
20uUsInold 2P0
uospineq
abpiy »meH
a9

Buudg ‘noug
uasaBypuUug MaN
[ueT yeqezig

Source : CMS “2003-04 Lottery Results Compared to 2002-03 20th Day Enrollment,” February 24, 2003.

Reprinted by permission, Swann Fellowship, Educate!, March 6, 2003.



Redefining the Education Debate in CMS

« Race and SES diverse schools and the

common good:
 Better school outcomes for all students
» Greater interracial understanding
 Preparation for work and life in global society
« Citizenship in a democratic society

» Metropolitan solutions hold the key...



Why a Metropolitan Area-Wide

Approach?

regions

- Harnesses school choice reforms for diversity goals and
undermines their segregative effects

- Addresses design flaws in NCLB’s choice options

- Consistent with Justice Kennedy's opinion




Interdistrict plans gained acceptance

across race and SES barriers
Holme & Wells 2007
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